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Copyright Request for Reprints in Licentiate or Ph.D. Theses 
Most of the famous and well-known journals and publishers allow you to reprint an article in your 
licentiate or Ph.D. theses. However, it is always a good idea to apply in advance for the rights to reprint 
in order to prevent copyright difficulties and to maintain a good relationship between LiU and the 
journals and publishers. 

It is possible for you to check out the journal reprint policies on their website by using a specific link. 
Some journals and publishers might need a formal mail to the journal/publisher applying for 
permission of reusing copyright protected material. Usually this process takes a week or two. Make 
sure to point out that there are no commercial interests what so ever and that you only use the 
reprinted article in order to get an exam. 

How to Find the Permission Link 
Most of the publisher and journals have a link to the copyright information but it is sometime difficult 
to find the link. Often is the link “hidden” behind words like Request Permission, Terms & Conditions, 
Copyright Information or other words. The example on the next page are using the words Get rights 
and contents.  
There are a number of variations and some journals do not have a certain link, so you might have to 
mail them for permission by using the contact information. 

Example 1: Elsevier 
The example below (figure 2) demonstrates how to get permissions from a journal in Elsevier using 
RightsLink Service. Click on Get rights and contents (red frame). 

Figure 1. Example from Elsevier. 
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Example 2: Taylor & Francis 
This example demonstrates how to get permissions from Taylor & Francis (figure 2) using RightsLink 
Service. Click on Reprints & Permissions (1) and then Request permissions (2). 
 

 
Figure 2. Example from Elsevier. 

Example from Journals, New Window 
It is not necessary creating an account. Note that the article’s bibliographic information is visible in the 
window (figure 3next page). Make the selection reuse in a thesis/dissertation and then follow the steps 
answering the questions. The service is free of charge and you will get an answer directly on the screen. 
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Figure 3. RightsLink Service window. 

Make a Reference to the Original Article 
When you got the permission reusing the article in your thesis you must make a full reference to the 
journal/publisher.  
On the title page, make a note such as Published articles have been reprinted with the permission of 
the copyright holder or Articles have been reprinted with permission of the respective copyright owners 
or other appropriate wording. 

Similarity Check 
Use our service Similarity Check for checking your thesis against other academic material in order to 
prevent involuntary plagiarism. The service is free of charge.  

Contact Us 
If you have problems getting a permission, please contact us and we will help you. Our e-mail address 
is ep@ep.liu.se. 

mailto:ep@ep.liu.se
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