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Abstract

Conducting research in low-to-middle income countries (LMICs) has
become a top priority for funding organisations based in the Global North
through which they deploy ‘development’ and ‘aid’ projects targeting
fragile systems. However, such projects tend to further exacerbate the
inequalities they bring about with tainting transfer of aid, technical and
design assistance from Global North to Global South. This workshop aims
to produce a set of guidelines and a new social design framework based
on design ethics to encounter implications of these asymmetries. Drawing
from two projects that run between the UK and India, participants will be
asked to critically evaluate how we might engage with ‘pluriversality’ in
complex design projects by speculating through real world ethics
scenarios. It will encourage us to think beyond typical human dimension
in social design to consider an intra-act among human, non-human,
visible and invisible relationships that humans make with animals,
microbes and the environment.
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